
An Innovative Solution for a Familiar Problem
Does this sound familiar?

The Ultimate Automatic Forwarding Solution for Heterogeneous
Environments

The answer is simple: deploy FEST for Windows/UNIX – SoftLink’s automated forwarding
and distribution technology.

Quite simply, FEST is the easiest and most robust automatic file forwarding and distribution
solution for medium and large corporations. Ironclad security, absolute reliability and full
automation are guaranteed. But that is just the beginning. FEST also supports transferring
thousands of files and very large files – up to 1000 terabytes! A host of other features, such
as easy configuration, cross-platform compatibility and full control over each function make
FEST a complete solution for any corporate environment.

FEST Operation: Keeping it Simple

FEST monitors the directories of your choice for the arrival of files. Once the files have
arrived, FEST checks its configuration files for instructions on how to deal with each new
file. It then carries out the instructions you have given for the directory or directories
concerned (for example, forwarding the files to another node or nodes). It sounds simple,
and it is. However, FEST is not restricted to file transfer operations; it can also perform any
kind of pre-transfer or post-transfer processing task.

Unlimited Filtering Capability

With FEST you can determine:

You arrive at the office in the morning. There
is a pile of messages on your desk: none of
the branches have received their daily
statistics update. The financial reports should
arrive by 11:00, and a video of last night’s
Board meeting must be distributed by 16:00.
You investigate, only to discover that your
file transfers have failed – again. You realize
that your current file transfer mechanism
simply isn’t doing the job – it isn’t reliable
enough, secure enough, or fast enough –
what do you do?

Lean Back and See our Automatic
Forwarding in Action

Which files will be sent to which nodes

The exact location of each file on the destination node(s)



Once the files have been filtered in this way, the processing (e.g. a file transfer) occurs on
the files that meet the criteria for the operation. The configuration files can be modified on-
the-fly, with no need to resubmit jobs or restart FEST.

A command or commands to be activated before and/or after the files are processed,
on the local and/or the remote node(s)

Whether the files should be transferred even though not all the expected files have
arrived in the “hot” directory or directories, or whether FEST should wait

Which files in the directory or directories will be processed

Which FASTCopy qualifiers (transfer controls) should be used for each part of each
transfer

All FEST versions include:

Guaranteed file delivery

Automatic or manual recovery

Extensive logging

Several data verification methods

Bandwidth control

SSL authentication and strong encryption

Pre- and post-transfer processing

Efficiency enhancing compression & “difference-only transfer”

“Hold” and “Resume” feature for large transfers

Additional Features for Windows

Multi-protocol support – Transfer files using FASTCopy, SuperFAST, FTP, SFTP,
HTTP/S, SSH or S/MIME protocols.

Multi-stage scenario – Provides greater power and enhanced versatility by combining
up to seven different “stages” into one scenario. Stages consist of user-defined
commands/DLLs, SoftLink scenarios, etc. and can be executed in any sequence.

Built-in or customized transfer filters - Use the built-in filters or write your own,
using the language of your choice. For instance, you can write a filter limiting transfer
to files with a digital signature or a particular copyright notice.

Advanced control functions over each stage of a FEST operation.

File grouping - Define interdependent groups of files, which must be processed and/or
transferred in the same operation.

Improved monitoring facilities – FEST operations can be monitored using SoftLink's
Active Monitor and History Monitor. Active Monitor tracks the progress of FEST Jobs
online as they occur and allows interactive operations such as pausing or aborting FEST
jobs. History Monitor is an audit trail monitoring utility that provides information about
completed FEST jobs and allows monitor messages to be written to a database.


